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SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW 
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1) ON APRIL 4. DEPARTMENT SENT ISRAELI EMBASSY FOLLOWING 
DIPLOMATIC NOTE IN RESPONSE TO NOTE TRANSMITTED REFTEL. 
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2) BEGIN TEXT: 

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE REFERS TO THE EMBASSY OF ISRAEL'S 
NOTE NUMBER AO/78 OF MARCH 16, 1977. CONCERNING THE ISRAELI 
PROPOSAL FOR OFFICIAL RECOGTTION OF THE RED SHIELD OF DAVID 

THE UNITED STATES REAFFIRMS THAT IT FAVORS THE OFFICIAL 
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RECOGNITION OF THE RED SHIELD OF DAVID. IN THIS REGARD, 

IF THE ISRAELI PRO.OSAL FOR A NEW ARTICLE 2 BIS (CCDH/I/ 

286) SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO A VOTE AT THE FOURTH SESSION OF 
THE GENEVA DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE ON THE REAFFIRMATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW APPLICABLE IN 
ARMED CONFLICTS, THE UNITED STATES DELEGATION WOULD VOTE IN 
FAVOR OF THE PROPOSAL. 

AS THE EMBASSY'S NOTE INDICATES, THE BELLIGERENTS IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST HAVE THROUGHOUT RESPECTED THE RED SHIELD OF 
DAVID IN PRACTICE. IT IS MOST IMPORTANT THAT THIS .RACTICE 

BE CONTINUED. IF THE ISRAELI PROPOSAL TO GAIN OFFICIAL 
RECOGNITION OF THE RED SHIELD OF DAVID WERE DEFEATED AT THE 
DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE, THERE IS A RISK THAT IT MIGHT AD- 
VERSELY AFFECT THIS PRACTICE. IN VIEW OF THE POLITICAL 
CONSIDERATIONS UNFORTUNATELY BROUGHT TO BEAR ON THIS SUB- 
JECT. IT SEEMS HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT THE ISRAELI PROPOSAL 
COULD OBTAIN THE MAJORITY NECESSARY FOR ADOPTION AT THE 
CONFERENCE. IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT CONSIDERS THAT IT WOULD BE BEST IF THE MATTER 
WERE NOT PRESSED TO A VOTE ADD THEREFORE URGES THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF ISRAEL TO CONSIDER THIS COURSE OF ACTION. 

THE DEPARTMENT ASSURES THE EMBASSY THAT THE UNITED STATES 
DELEGATION TO THE CONFERENCE WILL MAINTAIN CLOSE CONTACT 
WITH THE ISRAELI DELEGATION IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE THE BEST 
POSSIBLE COORDINATION BOTH ON THE TACTICS AND SUBSTANCE OF 
THIS MATTER. END TEXT. 
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